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Dan Thorpe`s step by step book teaches you how to 

discover the secrets of fingerpicking guitar technique so you 

can play stunning music with freedom and confidence.  



 

Amazon reader reviews for…  

`Fearless Fingerstyle: A Step By Step Guide To 

Stunning, Confident And Practical Fingerpicking 

Guitar Technique` 

You can view these reviews for yourself on 

Amazon US and Amazon UK 

 

 

***** Five Stars ***** 

“I've played my electric for about 2 years now, but I recently 

bought my first acoustic and I've always loved fingerstyle 

from listening to Fleetwood Mac.  

I never thought to try it out though. `Fearless Fingerstyle `is 

a great instructional book. It's simple to understand and 

gives great advice for bettering your skills.  

I got the Guitar Grimoire a year ago and it confused me. I 

recommend `Fearless Fingerstyle` to anyone willing to put 

forth the effort in learning a beautiful way to play your 

guitar.” 

Zachary Calhoun 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Fearless-Fingerstyle-Confident-Practical-Fingerpicking-ebook/dp/B01M1O8M24/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/B01M1O8M24/


 

***** Five Stars ***** 

“Having previously purchased Dan's Fingerpicking Classics 

course which is a step by step video course to some 

beautiful songs, I had no hesitation in ordering this eBook 

which is easy to follow given Dan's clear method of teaching.  

Totally brilliant for those starting off in fingerstyle – a very 

logical and structured progression”. 

Ian Avery 

 

 

***** Five Stars ***** 

 “Not my first purchase from Dan and sure it won't be the 

last.  

Clear instruction in a relaxed manner ideal for any guitar 

student. Can't wait to get further into it. 

This guy has been a great help to me!”  

Colin Newcombe 

 

 

 

 



 

***** Five Stars ***** 

“Everything is presented in such a clear and understandable 

way.  

I am grateful for the inclusion of the essentials chapter to 

allow those with no experience of fingerstyle (i.e. me) to pick 

up the book and be able to play.“ 

Anonymous Amazon Customer 

 

 

***** Five Stars ***** 

 

“I was stuck with my guitar progress and then found Dan. 

His material is excellent, easy to follow and makes a lot of 

sense. 

I am already starting to see a way forward with my musical 

journey. Plenty more is available from Dan, so look forward 

to becoming a better player.” 

Jon Hopkins 
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All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced 

in any form by any means, (including electronic, 

photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the prior 
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Disclaimer 

All the material contained in this book is provided for 

educational and informational purposes only. No 

responsibility can be taken for any results or outcomes 

resulting from the use of this material. 

While every attempt has been made to provide information 

that is both accurate and effective, the author does not 

assume any responsibility for the accuracy or use/misuse of 

this information. 

 

  



 

Welcome 
Welcome to the free chapter for my eBook: 

Fearless Fingerstyle: A Step By Step Guide To Stunning, 

Confident, And Practical Fingerpicking Guitar Technique. 

Below you will see one of my favourite chapters from the 

book. 

This free chapter is on the subject of `Partial chords` and 

how they are a wonderful tool to add to your fingerstyle 

playing. 

First, here is a little introduction about the book itself….. 

http://eliteguitarist.net/fearless-fingerstyle-out-now/
http://eliteguitarist.net/fearless-fingerstyle-out-now/


Introduction 
Are you ready to take your fingerpicking guitar playing 

to a new level? 

Good, because this book is the roadmap to help you on your 

quest for better tone, technique and fingerstyle guitar playing. 

In this book we will look at some essential techniques to help 

you develop your fingerpicking skills to the next level.  

Some of the things that we will look at in detail are: 

Hammer-ons, double stops, pull-offs, slides, bass runs, partial 

chords, drone notes… 

…and plenty more. 

I`ll show you how to really step up your fingerstyle guitar 

playing so you can reach new heights.  

You`ll learn new skills and you`ll take existing skills and use 

them in creative and inspiring ways to help you play the music 

you dream of. 

All these skills and techniques are heavily road tested and I 

have taught fellow guitarists these techniques countless times. 

They worked for them and they`ll work for you too. 



 

There are 8 techniques that I will take you through and all 8 

are used in lots of great fingerpicking songs, instrumentals and 

etudes so you can be sure you`ll be learning really useful stuff.  

These are the crème de la crème of fretting hand 

fingerpicking techniques. 

The techniques in this book are all highly practical techniques 

that stunning fingerstyle guitarists use – guitarists such as: 

Tommy Emmanuel, James Taylor, Sungha Jung, Eric 

Clapton, Kaki King, Paul Simon, Mason Williams, Paul 

McCartney, Ed Sheeran, Lindsey Buckingham, Chet 

Atkins, Adrian Legg… 

….and many of the other greats use on a daily basis. 

These techniques all work really well on acoustic, classical or 

electric guitars too.  

As well as the stunning fingerpicking techniques, you will learn 

other powerful skills too. 

By the end of this book, you`ll be far more comfortable 

knowing how to play a variety of stunning chord 

progressions, you will have much more control over what is 

probably the most commonly used key on the guitar and 

you`ll be a far more natural and rounded musician.  

All that plus the wonderful fingerpicking skills you will develop. 

Prepare to make some stunning music that isn`t just a 

technique, but real and applicable. 



 

Some of these techniques I learned from my earlier days of 

playing big rock and heavy metal songs.  

Over the years I have used these techniques and adapted them 

to fit beautiful, soulful and emotive fingerstyle guitar pieces. 

Some of the things you`ll learn in this book you won`t have 

come across before and some you will have, but never like this.  

Come and join me on a fun journey of fingerstyle 

discovery... 

 

 

  



 

Partial Chords 
`Partial chords` are what they say on the tin so to speak. 

They are simply a stripped down version of a fuller, often more 

difficult chord. 

Sometimes when fingerpicking we don`t need to fret the whole 

chord shape with our fretting hand.  

If we are only picking a couple of notes from within a 

chord, a partial chord can do the job.  

You can then move the partial chord up and down the neck to 

create other lovely sounding chords that are reminiscent of the 

sounds of the great composer, J.S. Bach.  

Often a stripped down partial chord will be sufficient and 

sometimes they will even be better than fuller chords. 

For example, partial chords are often easier and faster to move 

to and from. 

All the partial chords mentioned in this chapter are movable 

shapes. That means there are no open strings and it means 

we can move the chord up and down the neck as you will see 

in the following examples. 

In this chapter, you`ll learn the most commonly played partial 

chords and why they will add a new string to your guitar 



 

playing bow that you won`t find anywhere else.  

Simply put, they sound fantastic. 

  



 

How to play a `partial chord` 

Click here to listen to the examples 

 

Example 1 

For the first example, we are playing a partial version of the G 

Major chord.  

 

It is just two notes - the root note and the 3rd note.  

The root note is note the chord is named after and the 3rd note 

is simply the 3rd note in the scale.  

To put it simply, these two notes are the most important in a 

chord. 

If you don`t understand music theory or you want a fuller 

explanation you may want to check out my book, Guitarists Get 

Theory. 

To play this G Major, we fret the A string at the 10th fret to play 

the note of G. We fret this note with our index finger. 

We also fret the B string at the 12th fret with our ring finger to 

http://eliteguitarist.net/fearless-fingerstyle-free-chapter/
http://eliteguitarist.net/fearless-fingerstyle-free-chapter/
http://eliteguitarist.net/buy-guitarists-get-theory/
http://eliteguitarist.net/buy-guitarists-get-theory/


 

play the note of B. 

You can pinch these two strings with your fretting hand, (using 

the thumb and ring finger) or you can pick them one at a 

time (as you will see in example 4). 

Notice for this example, the ring finger is two frets higher up 

than the index finger – on these strings this creates a Major 

chord shape. It is important to remember this. 

  



 

Example 2 

Now we will move the index finger to the 12th fret of the A 

string and the ring finger will play the 13th fret of the B string. 

This creates an A minor chord. 

 

Notice for this example, the ring finger is just one fret higher 

up than the index finger. This is a minor chord shape. Again 

it is important to remember this. 

  



 

Example 3 

This example uses the Major shape from example 1 but this 

time the index finger is placed on the 5th fret of the A string 

and the ring finger is placed on the 7th fret of the B string. 

 

Playing this partial chord here gives us a D Major as the root 

note of this shape is placed on the 5th fret of the A string which 

is a D note. 



 

An important note about movable chord shapes 

 

You can move these shapes up and down the fretboard.  

The chord name will change depending on where your 

index finger is.  

To work out exactly what chord you are playing, you would 

work out what note your index finger is on, and then ask 

yourself what shape you are playing – major or minor and put 

the two together. 

For example, if you take the Major shape as shown in example 

1 and 3 and play it so your index finger frets the 7th fret of 

the A string, then this would be an E major chord as your 

index finger would be on an E note and you would be playing 

a Major chord shape. 

Another example is, if you take the minor shape as shown in 

example 2 and play it so your index finger frets the 5th fret of 

the A string, then this would be a D minor chord as your index 

finger would be on a D note and you would be playing a minor 

chord shape. 

 

  



 

What is the point of a partial chord? 

A partial chord allows us to play some really sweet sounding 

chord voicing’s that we can`t do using conventional open 

chords. 

The only other way to get the sounds we get from partial 

chords is to use full barre chords and even then they are not 

necessary and can actually get in the way and hamper some 

things we want to do with partial chords. 

One of these is when we want to slide from one partial chord 

to another or when we want to change chords fast. Partial 

chords are often easier and faster to change between 

than full barre chords. 

The partial chord strips the big barre chord down to its most 

important and most interesting notes and is actually much 

easier to play while still keeping the core notes of the 

chord. 

The fact that partial chords are played higher up the neck too 

gives the notes a different and often sweeter tone too 

which adds to its rich sound. 

 

  



 

Remember… 

There are lots of ways to play partial chords, but by far the 

most common are the Major shape (shown in example 1 and 3) 

and the minor shape (shown in example 2). 

Learn those shapes and practice playing them on different frets 

to add more chords to your vocabulary.  

  



 

`Partial Chords` within a chord progression 

Click here to listen to the examples 

Let`s look at our first example of partial chords being played in 

a chord sequence. 

Example 4 uses the chords of G Major, A minor and D Major 

played as shown in example 1, 2 and 3. 

 

We have just added a simple picking pattern to the chords to 

highlight how cool partial chords can sound. 

  

http://eliteguitarist.net/fearless-fingerstyle-free-chapter/
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G Major 

Fret the G Major partial chord as shown. 

Now, pinch the two strings in the chord with the thumb and  

middle fingers of the picking hand.  

Follow this up with a pluck on the root note on the A string 

with the thumb and then the B string with the middle finger 

and then once again play the root note and then the B string. 

 

A Minor 

Repeat the same as the above for the G Major chord but simply 

substitute the G Major for an A Minor. 

 

D Major 

Repeat the same as the above but simply substitute the chord 

for a D Major chord.  

  



 

The `Partial Chord` technique real world example 

Click here to listen to the examples 

This example is in 3/4 time which means there are 3 beats to 

the bar.  

The picking pattern is fairly simple and all the plucks should be 

played with the thumb (on the A string) and the middle 

finger (on the B string). 

http://eliteguitarist.net/fearless-fingerstyle-free-chapter/
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The real world example only uses the two partial chord shapes 

shown in this chapter but notice how when we play them up 

and down the neck we get lots of different chords from just the 



 

two shapes. That is the beauty of movable chord shapes.  

Most bars in this example contain at least one chord change.  

This adds a sense of melody to the piece while still retaining 

the chord tones.  

This is my J.S. Bach influence but you will hear this sort of 

thing in many classic tracks such as The Beatles `Blackbird`. 

Take your time with this piece. The picking is consistent 

throughout so as long as you move the correct shape (Major or 

minor) to the correct frets and get solid with the pattern with a 

bit of practice you will find this piece fun to play. 

  



 

Thanks for 

checking it out  
I hope you enjoyed this free chapter for: 

`Fearless Fingerstyle: A Step By Step Guide To 

Stunning, Confident, And Practical Fingerpicking Guitar 

Technique`. 

If you enjoyed the free chapter you can head to this page to 

get the full version of the book. 

Thank you and I wish you all the best! 

 

Dan Thorpe 

Guitar Domination 

 

Email me at hq@guitardomination.net for any questions or just 

to let me know how you get on.  

I love to hear how these techniques help you to achieve your 

http://eliteguitarist.net/fearless-fingerstyle-out-now/
mailto:hq@guitardomination.net


 

guitar playing dreams. 

  



 

 Other resources 

available from the 

author 
 

Dan Thorpe currently has two web sites: 

 

Guitar Domination – a free resource for all guitarists to learn 

and enjoy from. 

Elite Guitarist – A selection of courses, eBooks and coaching 

aimed at making you the absolute best guitarist you can be. 

These resources range from strumming, chord changes, 

essential beginner guitar skills and more… 

Click the links below for more details on these Dan Thorpe 

products: 

 

http://guitardomination.net/
http://guitardomination.net/resources/


 

Elite Guitarist Inner Circle 

Do you want to become a better guitarist, have more fun 

with the instrument, learn the most exciting songs AND get 

direct support from me? 

If yes, then take a look at the Elite Guitarist Inner Circle. 

Join the Inner Circle today and get a big discount off all the 

following other resources… 

 

The Guitar Domination Super Book Bundle 

8 of my best selling 5 star rated eBooks all available in both 

PDF and kindle formats. 

 

Strumming with Soul - Strum the guitar with technique, 

passion and power 

Learn the most important strum patterns ever as well as songs 

and riffs that use these patterns and how to have an effortless 

command over your rhythm. 

 

Rockstar 101 – Essential Guitar Skills For Beginners 

A one stop solution for those have played for a few weeks, 

months or years and don`t know where to go next or need a 

http://eliteguitarist.net/elite-guitarist-inner-circle/
http://eliteguitarist.net/elite-guitarist-inner-circle/
http://guitardomination.net/guitar-domination-book-bundle/
http://eliteguitarist.net/strumming-with-soul-strum-the-guitar-with-technique-passion-and-power-check-it-out/
http://eliteguitarist.net/strumming-with-soul-strum-the-guitar-with-technique-passion-and-power-check-it-out/
http://eliteguitarist.net/rockstar-101-check-it-out/


 

strong plan.  

 

Ninja Chord Changes 

Specifically aimed at guitarists who want to get past this 

frustrating area of guitar playing so they can get on enjoying 

the guitar and playing lots of songs. 

  

 

Fingerpicking Classics: Learn The Most Stunning Songs 

On Fingerstyle Guitar 

Features 14 of the best fingerpicking songs (from 60`s folk to 

modern pop). 

  

http://eliteguitarist.net/ninja-chord-changes-check-it-out/
http://eliteguitarist.net/fingerpicking-classics-legendary-guitar-songs-played-fingerstyle/
http://eliteguitarist.net/fingerpicking-classics-legendary-guitar-songs-played-fingerstyle/


 

Once again, good luck and from the bottom of my heart thank 

you for reading this sample. I hope you learn plenty from it! 

 


